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From the above sources and from oral tradition, 
the information for this informal history has been obtained, 
This is the first time all details have been gathered together. 
Where there is any uncertainty of truth, I have go stated. 
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Where or how Nathaniel Oak lived in Eritand (or possibly Wales) in 
the seventeenth century we do not know. Further research may sometime 
furnish the answer, but, for the present, we are concerned with the family 
in this country only. The name is of geographical origin; their English 
home was near a grove of oak trees, Probably Noak (short for atten - 
Anglo-Saxon near - oak) was the earliest spelling. Successive changes 
have been Oak, Oake, Oakes and Oaks. The name Nathaniel, like its vari- 
ants Jonathan and Nathan, means "'a gift from God'' in Hebrew. 


Nathaniel Oak was born about 1645 (d, 1721) and emigrated to America 
while still a boy in his teens. I quote from the account of his arrival, writ- 
ten in the family Bible of one of his great- ~grandchildren, James Conant, 


"The grandfather of my mother was a cabin boy on an English vessel: 
bound to Boston. Nine miles from land the vessel foundered, All the crew 
except this boy were lost. He, being a fine swimmer, swam ashore, In 
his distress he solemnly promised the Lord that, if He would preserve him 
to get to land, he would never go on water again. This promise he kept, 
His wife, my great-grandmother, could never persuade him even to cross 
Charles River in a boat to Boston, he would always go around upon the 
neck (of land). 

"So he reached his after-home, penniless and without clothes to cover 
him, As was then the custom, having no friends or relatives in America, 
he was bound out (a bond servant) to earn his living. His master put him to 
work in a pitch-pine forest to pick up pine knots (for fuel and lighting). 
While doing this, he was attacked by a wildcat which he slew with a large 
pine knot. His master gave him the bounty the State paid for the pelt of this 
beast, with which he bought a sheep or two which he let out to double, These 
sheep were all he owned when he became of age. He often said that, while 
swimming to land, he suffered more from hunger than anything else. When 
tired, he would turn on his back and rest. The above account I have often 
heard my mother and uncle relate,'' 


Nathaniel married when he was 41 years old; probably he could not af- 
ford to before then, He acquired land from his first wife but no children, 
He was written of as yeoman, planter or gentleman in documents of the 
time - for instance, in Hudson's History of Marlboro, Mass. With a second 
wife, at the age of 58 he began to beget a family of eight children all of 
whose dates and names are recorded in Vol, IH of Milliken's History. 


His seventh child, Jonathan, was born in 1717, died 1785. He was the 
first to adopt the spelling Oakes or Oaks in his surname toward the latter 
years of his life. Jonathan settled on the Oak Hill farm of 112 acres in 
Harvard, Mass., where he built his home, still standing in 1896. . Here, in 
town and church records from 1750 to 1770, he served as juryman, constable, 
tithingman, surveyor of hoops, highway surveyor and tax collector, Called 
"Captain", he was probably captain of the training band, probably served 
in the French and Indian War and fought under Wolfe at Quebec. .The Oak 
genealogy states that Jonathan made Wolfe's coffin and a fortune (probably 
mythical) was supposed to have been promised or given him by the British: 
iromaiarotte as a reward for military services. ; 


Jolinathan was listed in a town directory as s housewright (carpenter) and 
farmer. Oaks men were generally handy with tools; many worked in wood. 
It was recorded as a saying that you could tell an Oaks house by the chips. 
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In 1772 Jonathan finally settled in Canaan, Maine, his land being part 
of the present city of Skowhegan and including an island in the Kennebec River 
that bears his name: (probably not now). He owned much land and was 
trusted by everyone, but hard-pressed for money in Revolutionary times, 
Continental currency was worthless then, and Jonathan had had too many 
children to provide for when they married. He was totally blind for several 
years before his death. Jonathan had four wives, two of whom were sisters, 
and 24 children. Only 16 children were named in his will; presumably the 
others had died. ; . 


Jonathan 2nd, his sixth child, was born in Harvard, Mass., in 1740. 
His. mother was the third wife, Sarah Wheeler. He was named in his father's 
1784 will as the oldest son and was left a legacy of ten shillings "if he ever 
comes back to this place.'' The father was obviously displeased that this 
son had ventured beyond home territory. The Oak genealogy states: 'Jona- 
than disappeared in Revolutionary times and wag doubtless never heard of, '' 
The author was wrong, of course, about his disappearance. With dozens of 
living kocal descendants - and many more to arrive - I should say that 
Jonathan Oaks 2nd had attained a sort of immortality, not to mention the 
scattered descendants of Martha Oaks Warner and Lucretia Oaks Hotchkiss, 


A few odd Christian names from the Oak Genealogy I list below for 
your amused interest. All had the surname Oak. 


Females -- 
Content 2 GTR F Morning 
Grata Relief 
lita Saloma 
Mindwell Minda 
Males -- Othniel, Sherebiah 


Electrius, Amaziah 
Oaksman (born 1800 in Maine) 


as * * % He * 


As a young lad in his teens,, Jonathan 2nd lived in the town of Sunder- 
land, Deerfield and’Conway, Mass, At Conway in 1765 he married Martha 
Hawks, of a prominent Deerfield family, and they raised their children 
there, Adam Hawks, founder of that family of many branches, opened our 
country's first permanent iron mine in 1643 at Saugus, Mass. ,today an his- 
toric tourist attraction. Hawks were killed in the Deerfield Indian massacre, 
Two of Martha Oaks' brothers, .Eleazer and Cephas Haykss were Vienna 
' Village (Phelps) ocala 


We know that the soldiers GHG had passed amu Wekvern New York in 
1779 in General Sullivan's expedition remembered and longed to pioneer 
in this. rich, and virgin country. Why, then, did ten years go by before 
they returned in any numbers? The explanation lies in the long conflict be- 
tween Massachusetts and New. York State about the legal claim to this coun- 
try. These rival claims were not settled until 1788 when the famous old 
pre- sept aii line (today bisecting Oaks eet ia ge one was drawn. 
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After this, Indian titles had to be extinguished before settlement could begin 


in the huge territory Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham had bought’ from 
Massachusetts. 


Most of this settlement was to come from New England. After the’ 
close of the Revolutionary War, times were so hard that many men resolved 
to leave the rocky, exhausted lands of New England and to open up the way 
through long miles of wilderness to the land of promise, the Genesee 
Country. Their enthusiasm fired others, and soon small groups of men ‘' 
with their families were moving out from village after village toward the | 
west 
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-- IN. WESTERN NEW. MORK 


Jonathan Oaks 2nd was.among these men, In 1789 he a wg 600 | 
acres in what has ever since been known as the hamlet of Oaks Corners: 
He also bought near Geneva, ''General Israel Chapin in 1789 sold lot No. 
21, memorable as the site of the picket fort and a partly destroyed orchard, 
to Messrs, Oaks and Whitney at four shillings per acre, and he went on 
to Canandaigua....'', (From McIntosh) Most histories state that the John 
Decker Robisons were the only settlers to remain here during the winter 
of 1789 - 90, although Turner's book includes this sentence; ''In May, 1789, 
a small colony of twelve persons located half a mile south of the present 
village of Lyons; their nearest pei Mone were Decker Robison and the Oaks 
family. "' 


Probably Jonathan returned to Conway and prepared to bring out his 
family - wife, son and three daughters - the next spring, 1790. We have 
no details of the hardships suffered by his party on the trip from settled 
Conway to the new wilderness home, but they must have been many. The 
small group of families undoubtedly came by the water route through central 
New York and up the Canandaigua Outlet in bateaus to form the first, real 
group settlement in the township,: on fine land partly cleared by the Indians 
and on a well-established east and west trail. 


The first 1790 Oaks log home was east of the present hamlet, across 
the road from today's Oaks Sand and Gravel Co.:, on high ground north of 
the brook, between Cockett's and Myron Willson's. A little later, near it, 
a framed house was raised where Jonathan and his family lived for some 
years, off and on, even after the inn was built. The Willson west ell is part 
of the old Oaks house, as are wide planks in the Willson barn interior, : 
We must remember that all early home sites were near water and that brooks 
and creeks were deeper before the forests were cut down, The Oaks family 
must have later sold the original house and its surrounding land to Jahn 
Cross, Most Oaks land was to the west. 


~- OAKS STAND -- 


Jonathan Oaks 2nd must have been .a man of some means because, in 
1793 or '94, he had built the first public tavern in the District of Sullivan 
(later township of Phelps). Head carpenters were Benjamin Shekell, from 
Maryland, and Wells Whitmore, who came here from Conway, Mass., with 
Jonathan's party. Here were held the first religious services and school 
classes as well as the first town meeting (1796), at which Jonathan was 
elected both supervisor and poundkeeper, highest and lowest offices. , 
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I quote from. Turner: .''Jonathan Oaks erected as early as '94a large 
framed tavern house which was a wonder in early days. Peering up ina 
region of log houses, it had an aristocratic look, and its enterprising founder 
was regarded as pushing things far beyond their time. It was the house of 
the early explorers and emigrants; its fame extended throughout New England,'"! 


"It became the rendezvous of the times - the halting place of the pioneer 
pushing farther into the wilderness, the gathering field of the militia 
and the place where citizens assembled to transact official business." (Titus) 
"Oaks Stand was a grand hotel for those times and as well known from Al- 
bany to Buffalo as any of the best hotels today - always quiet and orderly 
though not a temperance house,'"' (Philomela Cooper Wright) 


"This aristocratic inn was the second framed tavern in the whole Gene- 
see Country and a marvel inits day. The remains of the wine-cellar, a 
huge affair, are still to be seen (it was just east of present garage). A 
strong and finely-built stone wall surmounted the garden, portions of which 
are now Standing, all tending to show that the Oaks tavern was indeed a 
gigantic affair and must have appeared strangely grand looming up among 
the forest trees and rude log habitations in the neighborhood. "' (From 
McIntosh) 


As to the dry-stone wall just mentioned - it still stands beside the road 
but is being gradually demolished by the present owners of the property, 
a young couple with no sense of history, who purchased it in 1954 after the 
death of Mrs, Nathan Oaks 2nd. These young people, by the way, have 
helped history repeat itself by stake-pasturing their riding horse on the 
front lawn, just as horses of tavern days were hitched to the long tie-rail 
between inn and stone-walled garden, shown in our old drawing of Oaks 
Stand, 


Last year the house was rented to a second horse-loving couple who 
allowed their animals to invade garden as wellas lawn, Since early times, 
the gently-sloping field south of the house has been a garden plot. Both 
William and Nathan 2nd raised beautiful flowers there. In late years, the 
garden was necessarily neglected, and the tenants' horses completed its 
ruin as they grazed ona seasonally varied diet of blooms. From Daffodils 
and pink lilies-of-the-valley, they munched through Oriental poppies and 
delphinium to phlox and Spier pier peas. Today grass covers it all, 


To return to pioneering - "For the most part, Indians here when the 
first settlers came were peaceable and friendly. Still, daily and nightly 
fear was felt until General Wayne's Ohio victory in 1795. At one time the 
people here considered themselves wholly at the mercy of the Indians, then 
moody, insolent and threatening. The men, few in number and with few 
guns, were afraid they might be cut off from the Eastern settlements. Of 
this fear they did not tell their wives and children, "' 


Since the first six years of Oaks living here were not safe - as the 
above quotation proves - it was especially enterprising and bold of Jonathan 
and Thaddeus to build Oaks Stand at such a time - to take their stand so 
strongly against the'wilderness dangers, ''The Thayer brothers, later of 
Buffalo, were the lessees of Oaks Stand for some years, as were others,!'! 
So-there must have been times when the family returned to the original 
house on the east road, perhaps glad for quiet and comparative isolation 
after the noisy, busy hotel life. 
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In ''The Corners''I stated that the inn burned in 1868, the date recorded 
by Anson Titus. However, I have since found an original Phelps newspaper 
clipping giving the date as March, 1871. J, Seymour Doolittle remembered 
as a small boy watching the night fire from his bedroom window west of the 
Corners (now the Main home). Only the foundation and yawning cellar hole 
were left for fourteen years until William A. Oaks, a great-grandson of 
Jonathan 2nd, built upon it the large modern house still standing. Here, in 
June of 1885, he brought a beautiful bride, Jessie A. Cooke of Neenah, 
Wisconsin, whom he had met on a western adventure trip. Their only child 
having died at birth, they adopted Madeline and Frank (Craft) Oaks, a little 
sister and brother. (Years later, Nathan 2nd and then William 2nd lived 
there.) . 


-- EARLY OAKS KIN -- 


Captain Jonathan Oaks 2nd was 62 years. old when he died in 1802; 
(his wife Martha died 1816, aged 70.) The only living son, Thaddeus, then 
28 years old, took up the work of managing the inn and large farm. Asa 
boy of 16 he had made the journey from Conway with his parents and was 
used to hard work and responsibility. Two brothers, Samuel and Lucius, 
had died in New England. Lucius, aged 24, had succumbed to.consumption 
the July of 1789, and the very next spring the family started west, leaving 
a fresh grave behind them. A sister, Lucretia, only 17, had died two 
years earlier. What heartbreak for mothers in those days! 

Jonathan's three daughters who accompanied him to Phelpstown were 
Doratha, Experience and Martha. The story of Doratha's marriage and | 
death at Erie, Pennsylvania, is told on Page 9 of ''The Corners", Experi- 
ence (nickname, Spiddy), one year younger than Thaddeus, did not marry, 
died young and was laid beside her father in the old burying ground north 
of the church. I quote the epitaph on her stone which my husband removed 
from the cemetery as it was flaking off badly, the words were nearly obliter- 
ated and the stone itself very loose; It is now in the museum.in the home 
of Nathan Oaks 3rd, her great-great nephew. 


"In Memory of Miss Experience Oaks 
who departed this life ‘ 
on the 3Qth day of Nov. 1807, aged 32. 


My soulis fled, yet cease to:grieve, |: 
Turn not in tears my dust to leave; 
Behold me safe from every snare... 
And in my Savior's tenderest care.'': 


The above words were copied years ago ona piece of wood by Nathan Oaks 
2nd, to preserve them, This wood is in the museum, too, 


Martha, named for her mother Martha Hawks, married a Geneva man, 
Solomon Warner, and bore four sons and four daughters before her death 
in 1821 at age of 49. Solomon had died earlier, Both are buried in an old 
plot just off the Seneca Castle Road about three miles west of Geneva, 
"Solomon Warner was in Geneva as early as 1788. He purchased part of the 
old Castle tract which he later sold to Jonathan Whitney. Two of his sons 
reside in Michigan, two at the homestead; all four daughters are married, '! 
(Turner, 1851) a 
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Solomon's epitaph is of interest. 


"Major Solomon Warner 
pate & ~ 4. 4813 | 
Who in this life was much respected — 
And in his death was much lamented, | 
Retire, my friend, dry up your tears, 
I must lie here till Christ appears. '' 


The first person or dialogue epitaph was then the vogue -.a voice from the 
dead, as it were, with a mourner supposedly speaking the first part, the 
deceased the second part, as in Solomon's inscription above. This verse 
was carved for Jonathan 2nd: 


"Life's buy scenes with me are o'er, 
No change will e'er await me more, 
But, reader, pause, prepare to be 
A lodger in this place like me, '' 


Deeds in Geneva's Historical Museum show that Warners leased the 
farm to Wm, and Thomas Smith for nursery purposes in 1870 and later 
sold it to them. Smith Nurseries have used the land ever since. 


Other relatives at Oaks Corners, outside Jonathan 2nd's immediate fam- 
ily, were Samuel, Austin, David, Polly and Ebenezer Oaks, Samuel was 
here as early as 1793; he (pathmaster) and Jonathan (poormaster) both held 
office that year in Geneva's District of Seneca before our present township 
was formed, Samuel was managing the family inn in 1804 when the meeting 
to incorporate Phelps Union Religious Society was held there. He was un- 
doubtedly of Jonathan's generation; Sarnuel, Jonathan's son who died young, 
may havé been named for this older man. Both Samuel and Austin bought 
meeting house pews in 1808. Austin's earmark for his cattle is registered 
in the old town book, and he paid his 1812 school subscription in grain. 
Thaddeus Oaks "let out 11 sheep to David Oaks in 1820.'' So we may safely 
assume all three men were settled here, 


We believe that either Austin or David was the husband of Frances 
(Fanny) Beal, born 1780 in Conway. She was surely of the same Conway 
family as Elizabeth (Betsy) Beal, early Salisbury ancestress. When she 
came to the western frontier we do not know. Cowle's history states that 
Rev. Roger Benton married, for his second wife, Widow Frances Beal 
Oaks, formerly of Oaks Corners, Roger Benton, born 1770 in Connecticut, 
was a prominent pioneer Methodist circuit rider, preacher and teacher, 
When his health began to fail in 1805, he settled permanently in Newark, 

N. Y., buying a large farm on what is now North Main Street there. He 
built a church on his own land and donated the original plot for the large 
cemetery where he lies buried today, with a wife on either side. The Rev. 
Roger died 1846; Fanny Beal Oaks Benton survived her two husbands until 
1855, 


Of Polly and Ebenezer at the Corners we know from original bills and 
receipts now in possession of Carlton Oaks. The Oak genealogy tells of 
them in New England. Polly, a daughter of Capt. Seth Oak, was the first 
white child born.(1780) in Athens, Vermont, where her father pioneered. 
Most of his descendants stayedthere, but Polly, with Ebenezer, came out 
to Western New York for a time at least, Her father, Capt. Seth, was a 
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first cousin of our Jonathan 2nd, Polly had an older brother Ebenezer who 
died in 1792, soit was probably her son Ebenezer who signed the following 
1825 receipt: 


Rec'd of Fanny Oaks, administratrix on the estate of Thaddeus Oaks 
deceased, ten dollars for a demand I held against said estate. It 
‘is agreed 1 am not to call on the estate for any money unless it is . 
paid to said estate by Joel Thayre.. 


Phelps, 20th Dec. 1825 
; Ebenezer Oakes"! 
$141, 00 pd. 


The word ''Phelps'' meant the township at that time.. Phelps village was 
called Vienna until the 1850's, What claim Ebenezer had on the estate we 
cannot know. Polly was a third cousin of Thaddeus, Ebenezer's 1824 ear- 
mark for cattle is recorded. What became of them we have not learned, 


-- THADDEUS OAKS -- . 


Thaddeus Oaks, the second generation at the Corners, absorbed in. 
his work and civic duties, was already 45 years old when he married, 
in 1820, Fanny Dickinson Bannister of Vienna, Thaddeus was her second > 
husband, and she brought her four Bannister children with her to the inn, 
They were Christopher, Augustus, Lorenzo and Sophia, For nearly five 
years Fanny and Thaddeus lived at Oaks Stand; they had two children - 
Nathan lst, born Nov. 9, 1821, and Lucretia, born 1824, The latter child 
was undoubtedly named for the daughter of Jonathan and Martha who died 
three years before they came to Oaks Corners, In July of 1824 Thaddeus 
died, 50 years old. | 


He had done much to aid the building of our 1804 church, first one in | 
the township. I quote: ''Sale of pews ordered Mch. 1, 1815 to be sold to 
highest bidder, Among the most liberal purchasers of pews was Thaddeus 
Oaks, the largest, who, in addition to purchasing a number of pews, added 
a $100 cash subscription (historian Turner says he gave $1000) and also 
performed most of the business of the society for years. Mr. Oaks gave 
the land upon which the church was erected.'' As to the previous sentence - 
histories state this land was a gift, but the original 1804 deed in my museum 
records Thaddeus was paid $20, He also rented the huge field behind the 
church for the famous, summer races, A thrifty New England Yankee! 


He was elected town supervisor in 1815 and in 1819 was Phelpstown's 
representative in the first County Agricultural Society, His obituary 
follows: 

"Died at his residence in Phelps (town), on Thursday last, Mr. 

Thaddeus Oaks, inthe 5lst year of his age. He has left a wife, 

two srnall children and a number of relatives who deeply feel this 

bereavement, together with a large circle of friends who will long 

regret the void which the death of this excellent man has occasioned 

in society. He had long been a respected and useful inhabitant of the 

town (being one of its first settlers) and, by great industry and frugality, 
had accumulated a handsome property which enabled him bountifully 

to administer to the wants of the poor and needy those comforts to 

which the generosity of his heart naturally excited him. His deeds of 

kindness and benevolence will be long remembered by those who lived 


within the sphere of his acquaintance, "' 
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Thaddeus must have been a fine man indeed, Four namesakes lived 
after him - Thaddeus Oaks 2nd and Thaddeus O. Hotchkiss, his grandsons, 
and two Thaddeus 0. Bannisters, step-grandsons. The last two were first 
cousins, children of two sons of Fanny by her first husband, These men 
remembered and honored their kind step-father years later when their 
own sons were born. One T.0O,B. lived in Phelps village, the other at 
Marengo, east of Alloway. The first served as surgeon in the Civil War; 
the second starved to death as a Confederate prisoner. 


-- FANNY OAKS -- 


Fanny, a daughter of Augustus and Submit Dickinson, was only four 
years old when her family moved here from Conway, Mass., in1790. We 
seem to know more about Fanny (b. 1786, d. 1850) and feel closer to her 
than to other ancestors; her personality was colorful, dynamic, interesting. 
She was my husband's paternal great-grandmother. 


Her first husband Theodore Bannister, died young. ''Theodore was a 
military man, officer of the local company. They drilled on the outlet 
flats and he, being in poor heaith, wore a military cloak over his uniform. 
A writer of the time remarked on his fine bearing and gracious manners, '! 
(From ''When Phelps Was Young.'') He was alsoa skilled builder. He 
and Cephas Hawks (brother of Martha Oaks) built Geneva's First Presby- 
terian Church and Phelps mills, He and Fanny lived in Vienna just north 
of the later Fridley mill site ina fine house, now disappeared. 


Fanny joined our church in 1809. We must remember that everyone 
in Vienna (Phelps village) came to Oaks Corners to church until 1820, Fanny 
knew both the Corners and Thaddeus well, Among the many family papers 
still in existence are Dr. Prescott's bill for treating Thaddeus during his 
last illness and the bill for Widow Fanny's mourning clothes - "black 
bombazine, black linnen '"', etc, 


In 1828 Fanny married a neighbor for her third husband, widower Col. 
Elias Cost, as prominent a pioneer as were the other two, She was then 
nearly forty, ''Her success as a hostess and manager of the house -keeping 
department was marked. She was a woman of rare worth; traditions are 
many of the warmth and cordiality of her character,'' (Titus) At Thaddeus' 
death, Fanny was left the head of a large farm, an inn and a family of six 
children. ''When Phelps Was Young'' tells us: ''Needing a father's care for 
the children and more executive ability for herself, she married Col. Elias 
Cost, a man of means and energy, one whom she had known all her life, '' 


I feel certain there was more to this marriage than mere convenience - 
surely a flowering of friendship into love. A middle-aged love can be richer 
than that of youth, and the quarter of a century Fanny spent with the Colonel 
may well have been the happiest of her life. She must have been a gracious 
hostess at the red-brick, white-pillared mansion, now the home of her 
great-grandson Carlton Oaks and his wife Della (Newton). Large portraits 
of Fanny and Elias look down from ths walls on today's life in the house he 
built so long ago. 


sen Dickinson Bannister Oaks Cost must have been an outstanding 
woman. The record proves her practicality, intelligence and broad-minded- 
ness. She must have been physically attractive; such prominent men as 
her three husbands could surely pick and choose their brides at any age, 
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Fanny's first and third husbands, by the way, were original 1811 officers 
of Sincerity Lodge F. and A.M. of Phelpstown; Theodore ri ig che served 
as Junior Deacon, -Elias Cost as secretary. . 


In 1827 records of the Oaks Corners gharck: we find the session having 
a difficult time with Fanny, She had allowed dancing in her home - though, 
according to the record, she had promised to prevent it. She had caused 
her hired men to work on Sunday in the maple sugar bush and later in hay- 
ing and harvesting grain, The first charge in the elders! report was dated 
July 6, 1827, "Common fame charges Fanny Oaks with unchristian conduct 
in having a ball at her house last January.''. She was later cited to appear 
at the house of Wm. Trowbridge (Eleanor Parker's) to answer to the 
charges, Fanny sent word she was sick. A few days later one elder re- 
ported he ''spent most of the afternoon in conversation with Mrs.’ Oaks, but 
gained no satisfaction.'' On Aug. 29th Fanny told the session she could not 
make the confession of wrongdoing they required, so Widow Fanny Oaks 
was suspended from the communion of the church till she should repent, As 
I understand it, she was permitted to attend church but not to take com- 
munion, She was ''churched'', All this happened after Thaddeus death and 
before her Cost marriage when she must have been beds, distracted with 
cares of family, farm and inn, 


hry aro oe years later, 1850. the session was still in trouble with 
Fanny. Though elders had occasionally visited her ''to ascertain her views 
and wishes respecting church privileges'', Fanny was still suspended. She 
must have remained stubborn al! those years, In most churches, the’: 
attitude of the sinner was stressed rather than the seriousness of the sin, 
You had to be humbly repentent and confess publicly to be reinstated. 


On June 26th, 1850, the committee visited Fanny Cost and ''found her 
desirous of being reinstated in full communion in the church,"' The elders 
were to request Presbytery, at its next meeting, to give its necessary 
consent to her reinstatement. However, "because of the lateness of the. 
hour'' they did not do so, Instead, the clerk recorded some days later in 
the session book: ''Since Mrs. Cost has since been removed by death 
(cause, typhoid fever), we trust she is in communion with the saints above,'"' 
Did the elders perhaps think the saints above less exclusive than those 
at the Corners? They may have realized guiltily that they had made the 
straight and narrow path a bit too narrow. I am sure Fannie Dickinson 
Bannister Oaks Cost was made welcome in Heaven. | 


The Colonel and Fanny had one daughter, Anne Cornelia, Fanny had 
seven children, altogether, by the three husbands - Cornelia alone remained 
unmarried at the deaths of her mother and father (1851), one year apart. 
During that year she managed her father's home - perhaps unwillingly and 
unhappily - for very soon after the Colonel's death she was married to 
Russell (Russ) Holmes of Oaks Corners at the groom's home. 


We have a letter to Nathan Oaks Ist; her half-brother, written 1852 by 
Thomas Johnson of Maryland (husband of Cornelia's half-sister Catherine 
whose mother, a Shekell, was Colonel Cost's first wife.) It concerns Cor- 
nelia and speaks scornfully of "her unworthy marriage, her headstrong 
disposition and ungovernable temper.'' The Holmes family (Gordon Over- 
slaugh house) was considered quite inferior to the Costs - at least by the 
snobbish Mr. Johnson. Our own impressions of the early Holmes are dif- 
ferent. Money they may not have had, but intelligence and character were 
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there; two early Holmes were teachers - Cornelia and Johnson disliked 
each other, anyway, and had had words about appraisal of the Colonel's 
household effects after his death. 


Russ Holmes was a photographer, a daguerrotypist. They traveled in 
the west at first, probably setting up shop in town after town, then settled 
in Milford, Delaware. . We have an affectionate letter Cornelia sent to 
Nathan lst in 1872. An 1879 letter she wrote to Nathan, more than 25 years 
after her marriage, refers to a recent sale of Cost property in Michigan 
and begs him to send her share of the money soon, as she has a note she 
must meet. Of. her descendants we know nothing. She herself was still 
living in Milford when Nathan lst died in 1905, Her brother-in-law Edward 
Holmes, was a bearer at the funeral. Ed was railroad station agent, store- 
keeper and postmaster here for many years, 


oni HOTCHKISS ise - 


Lucretia Oaks, Thaddeus'-only daughter, married Leman Hotchkiss 2nd 
of Vienna on May 1, 1844 - undoubtedly in the north parlor of her step- 
father's new home. Three sons - Thaddeus O., William, Nathan - and two 
daughters - Fanny, Alice Lucretia - were born before their mother died, 
only 31 years old. A good housekeeper was hired to care for the children. 
Nathan Hotchkiss died as a young boy. On his stone is this sentence: 

‘Dear Nathan was killed in falling from a walnut tree," 

Of the other four children, only Alice Lucretia married. The Hotchkiss 
house on East Main St,, Phelps, is today the Rathbun family home. 


Leman was listed in a directory as banker and farmer owner of 1400 
acres; he was called "The Peppermint King'’. 'When Phelps Was Young" 
by Mrs. Ridley and ''Forgotten Stories of the Finger Lakes" by Glenn Rogers 
tell the peppermint history, although Mr. Rogers slighted Leman in the 
telling. Leman had already secured a world market for his pure peppermint 
oil (distilling began about 1835) before he and his brother Hiram separated, 
A local directory, published in Geneva in March, 1862, carried this advertise- 
ment: 


"C. and L. B. Hotchkiss (2nd) 
Manufacturer and Dealer in World's Fair Prize Medal 
Oil of Peppermint, Spearmint & Wintergreen 
Awarded at London, Paris & New York 


: Phelps, Ont. Co., N. Y., where all orders must be addressed, "' 


The above alone proves that the business was really a Phelps business 
for many years before Hiram continued it in Lyons. Hotchkiss Oil of Pepper- 
mint is still bottled in Lyons by Hiram Hotchkiss 3rd and his daughter Ann. 
Their plant is a most interesting place to visit. Mr. Hotchkiss tells me that 
each Decoration Day he visits the Hotchkiss lot under the pines in Phelps 
Resthaven Cemetery - just north of the Nathan Oaks lot. 


In autumn of 1957, Lucretia Oaks Hotchkiss! grand-daughter and great- 
grand-daughter, of Utica, visited Oaks Corners museum and recorded their 
names in the same autograph book in which their mother and grand-mother, 
Alice Lucretia, had written for her cousin, Nathan Oaks 2nd, when he made 
his New Year's Day call in 1881. The visitors’ names are Alice Lucretia 
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Searle Symonds and Alice Lucretia Symonds Kincaid; the latter has a daugh- 
ter of the same name who is a student at Wells College. So you see that 
Lucretia Oaks, daughter of Thaddeus, is still remembered. 


Mrs, Symonds told this interesting peppermint story - a story known by 
Nathan Oaks 2nd, too. Leman often stored demijohns of peppermint in the 
cupola of his Phelps home. On one occasion some of the jugs broke, Their 
contents seeped down through the walls of the home, and the house gutters 
ran rivulets of peppermint oil. The family was forced to leave the house 
for several days until the strong, permeating odor lessened, 


In connection with Oaks Corners - Theron Van Auken's old account book 
(farm home of Mrs. Leroy Facer) gives a fifteen- year-long record of pepper- » 
mint raised and distilled here. For instance, in 1877 he distilled for twenty- 
four men besides himself -- for Cooper, Crandall, Jameson, Heater, 
Whitbeck, Blount, Warner, Gates and Griffith, among others, Even John 
Cross, east of the Corners, brought mint to the Van Auken still. In 1877, 
Theron Van Auken sold $558 worth of his oil to Hotchkiss, About 1900 
peppermint-growing moved west. | 


Again in connection with Oaks Corners - Lucretia Oaks inherited the 
north portion of Thaddeus' estate at her father's death in 1824. After her 
marriage, this land became locally known as the Hotchkiss farm; its tenant 
house was the present Presbyterian manse. The farm consisted of 106 
acres west of the old Pre-emption Road (including the Camp Meeting woods 
and present stone crusher property) as well as about 65 acres opposite this 
on the east side of the road, | ; 


In 1910 Nathan Oaks 2nd purchased the Hotchkiss farm, thus bringing it 
back into the Oaks family. The east section he then sold to Charles Baker 
who planted much of it to raspberries, following local tradition, (Rev. 
Henry Doolittle pioneered here in the state's cultivation of raspberries. A 
number of local farmers followed his lead; J, K. Mickelsen raised the 
largest quantity, employing regularly 25 to 30 pickers all summer for 
berries and other fruits. ) 


-- NATHAN OAKS, THE BOY -- 


Nathan Oaks Ist, born Nov. 9, 1821, only three years old when his 
father Thaddeus died, became fond of his stepfather, Col. Cost. They all 
lived at the inn until Nathan was nearly 20 when the family moved to the 
new brick house and again leased the inn. At the age of 12, Nathan was sent 
to Wm, Kirkland's boarding school for boys, now 803 S,. Main St., Geneva; 
the building for classes was a wooden structure on the west side of the 
street. 


Two of the boy's letters home were saved, One, written 1833, address- 
ed to Col. Cost, is signed "Your affectionate son, Nathan Oaks.'' The final 
sentence reads: ''Tell Mother she said she was coming to see me in two 
weeks and she has not come yet.'' The other letter, sent Jan. 4, 1834, I 
quote; ) 


"Dear Mother, : 

I wish you to send me my coat. I wish you to come and see 
me. I wish you to send me a box of good apples, I don't want bad 
ones if you knowed how bad I wanted that coat if you knowed how 


Page ll 


-dgush s esd votre! ot bisswit sie ue | 
teat see woy of. GgalloO ellew is toobs PA 
. \boewedmearer ifte Bi ausbbadT 


vd awood yrota & - yrode set ins oqqeq sities adsl lo 

ed? at Itima«sqq sg to abs imeb berove netio nerd - HE 

sledT .etord agwi edt to enrot moiseooo eto nO armed Be 

eteiwy sevod ad? bus ,srcrod odd to effisw sit gue wit nwo t 
seuorl od} veolot beorol asw Leen at oiT .tto turkees t Og at 
siaeee! tobo gnisertreg paouts any tise 


Hood jnvooos ble e'aekuA weV soxedT -~ ereaaaD etleO Atiw noite 
-tegqeq to biavex gaol~rsoy -neettit 4 savin (16969 yotal .eiM 4 
“yinews so} belied od Tv Afni ,eooptens “to @ sted belitiaib bas be 
18749 ,aoserst Jisbas# waqooD tet -- Heentid eshived pee 
afol neva .egedte pnoms sap bas ested , renteW Jnuol® , Aned 
TTSi of tite novivA asV 649 09 dinbee tiguord ,etemto® sit to iene Oe 

Ur 


JOCl juodA .eeiidotoH of lio emfte Aitaw 8222 bloe asduA asV 
Jew bevem gniworg- ~snthen : 


od! bevttodn: elsO sitotoull - eteroD efsO diiw nolisennos ni nis 


tsi toRnA S88! ai ujssb e'eedtst t6d\36 etateo ‘evebbsdT Yo noltna 
iaSasi es: votts? sebitloinH odd as awonsl vil 001 aivsoad biel ates one 
OL io boterenoo mtsledT sunset weiretydses4 jaseatq ads BBW ei 
eboow gnitesl qarsO sft enibeloai) bis ae se Song ar4 blo edi to jaaw ae: 
ind otivoqyo eo1328 8d wWods es Lisw eb) (vis MEaqo tg ysuleuvt? saote Insee' 
.bsot off to ebie tese od 
Hi 
iyarmnatsd ew) cst ae bldotoH/ edi beesdorug baS efsO astiisvt O10 mI 
Yearase esirehiO a3 bloe mort) orf he viding eye 59 ed'T -Yitarst aisO sat or 
vol) ,fonthsst eoc! gaiwolfer solxtedqa ss of ti to down betasig: & 


A .?ortradgest Yo nottevitive eeiste sis ap e2bri beresnoigq olttilood ‘yx 
MY Dearss asulatciM .A .L phsoletd bawollo’ etemdst teool to re 
rol temmmea Hs eteoloig 0f of @Siyiaslegs?t gatyolgme Yuinsup ibe 

( .atiutt terdto baa eo 

ot Y 

-- YOM @HT ,28AG WAHTAM -- _ oa 

aid aedw ble etaoy senxilt vino (LS8l 0 ive naod tal also nasiteyt 

ffs yodT tao) fod ‘TeMheiqors tidto brat ernesed ,beib suebbsdT ted 


afi ot bevor yiipnel edt nsw OS yinhon oaw nadeet litany ant edt 36 B 


tcae egw asdis ,Si to og6 edt 1A sagt oft betsel miags bas sevod Asia d 


: sv ener a nisM. a c08, wou ,eydd tok loudoe gaibisod e'baalblain ., 
anit to ai af jaow oft no oxutounte nsheow. & bie aid ar tot yin ; 


ud 

' Le 

‘ead eae a en) 
i 


-eesubbo .f£€81 asttiizw .eaD bevab ouew ‘oil wenitel e'yod ‘edt Yo oO vT 
fnnil edT " .ef20 pedis foe dEenoioeRs ‘0Y". hry, v8 et ,Je0D df Dea 
owl ni ora 698 of gaimeo esw ene bigs br ay peep {IeT" :ebset bie 
ait 


I .beS! .b cat ise meatal: TS lo eat ics 2 don end ode: be e 


s 


: . ic hiae , ‘) ' el Ay JN ig 


2 
sas 


7 Ge a Prey ee ; 
i] "ene 14) re ] ‘ 4 ‘ a J aa hh 
We 4 4 > a “\ ret oy 


ess has ores ai soy + Alia hey ™ 
, bed insw 3'cob I .asiqgs bor 
eds 4 ; 
Ps worl beworol vay a i609 asdt § bs 


é 4 d ‘ vet » ~ 
2 ee RIE 


bad I wanted to see you if you knowed:how bad I wanted some © 

apples you would send them all to me. You will come and see 

me to. bl 

Your affectionate son, 
.. Nathan Oaks"! 


What a pitiful letter from the homesick little boy who grew up to be 
such a stern-faced man! Nathan must have finished the work of our District 
No. 1 school, and private schools then were supposed to approximate our 
modern, public high schools. It was necessary to send him away, but with 
horses the only transportation - no railroad then - it was like sending a young 
boy of today to Buffalo or even farther, 


-- NATHAN OAKS, THE MAN -- 


. On Oct, 18, 1848, Nathan married Susan Aurelia Heminway, daughter of 
Truman and Mary Aldrich Heminway of Palmyra. (This name is wrongly 
spelled in the Oaks Corners Church memorial window.) The following year 
he built for his bride (seven years younger than he and a student at LeRoy 
Female Seminary only one year before her marriage) a large brick house just 
north of the inn, today the home of Nathans 3rd and 4th. 


Earlier, there was a long Oaks barn on the west hill across from a ten- 
ant house (today, home of Mrs. Cora Overslaugh). It was undoubtedly built 
there because of the near-by spring which still furnishes all water for the 
farm by gravity flow. In 1850 this barn was cut in two and moved down to its 
present location on the Nathan Oaks farm. The two parts were then attached 
to a new center section to lengthen it still farther. The building today sadly 
shows the marks of its age and years of service. 


The household of Nathan and Susan became a large one that filled the 
new brick house to overflowing. Sons, daughters, the hired girl and two hired 
men came and went daily through its doors. In fact, the original house - large 
though it was - became too small, soa two-story brick and wood section was 
added on the west end. Eight bedrooms were in nightly use. 


The first son, Thaddeus 2nd, born 1849, attended Carey Collegiate 
School in Oakfield. We have uniform buttons marked with the name of this 
school. (It is of interest that this seminary building is still standing and in 
use, Dr. Willson of Phelps lived there as a boy, when it was the Episcopal 
rectory and his father the rector.) Thaddeus 2nd married Isabel McIntire 
of Geneva in 1876. Their children were Catharine Susan, Charles Truman 
and Margaret Isabel. 


The second son, Albert Heminway, was born in 1851 and died five years 
later, kicked to death in the barnyard by a horse which he had playfully struck 
and frightened with a cornstalk. He was the last Oaks to be buried with his 
ancestors in the old graveyard across from Miss Loa Whitney's. From then 
on, the Phelps Resthaven cemetery was used, 


William Aldrich Oaks was born 1853; he, too, went to Carey School. I 
have already told of his marriage. He and his wife were the Corners' first 
collectors of antiques. Years before antiquing became a common hobby, they 
filled their home with beautiful furnishings and objets d'art purchased locally 
for the proverbial song. These things, supplemented by their own share of 
family furniture decorated their home with distinction, 
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Nathan's and Susan's first daughter, Mary Lucretia, arrived in the 
summer of 1855. Twenty years later she died suddenly, Aug, 24, 1875, of 
"congestive chills and fever'' - some disease now known, but then unrecog- 
nized, Later, it was thought she had had either diabetes or a ruptured appen- 
dix. Her portrait is now in possession of her great-niece, Mary Oaks Timer- 
son, who will some day give it, in turn, to her daughter, the third Mary O. 


~- FANNIE -- 


Mary Lucretia was only two when a second daughter, Fannie Susan,was 
born June, 1857, and baptized inthe Phelps Episcopal Church, Her sponsors 
were two McLeods and Alice Lucretia Hotchkiss. (A sister of Fanny Dickin- 
son B, Oaks Cost had married a McLeod, and the Oaks and McLeod families 
were quite close for years.) We may well believe the two little girls became 
the constant joy of their parents, the pets of their older brothers. Both were 
graduated from the Misses Black's School in Geneva before Mary died, Fan- 
nie attended Hellmuth Ladies’ College at London, Ontario, Canada. She did 
not finish her course, 


In 1876 she and her brother Will went to the great Centennial Exhibition 
in Philadelphia and had a marvelous time. I believe they traveled with the 
Lyon family (house of George Cook). She wrote home that for dinner one day 
they had "'beefsteak, two vegetables, bread, butter and lager beer'! all for 50¢, 


Fannie seems to have had a healthy, young interest in food. Refresh- 
ments ata large Palmyra party she attended included "huge turkeys, vast 
tureens of oysters, mountains of ice cream and seas of coffee". Aftera 
Hellmuth College concert the girls enjoyed "oysters, turkey, ham, ambrosia 
trifle, jelly, fruits and three kinds of cakes," 


That last happy summer of 1878, Fannie visited her Palmyra relatives; 
she wrote her mother Susan of gay carriage rides and parties. She went from 
Oaks Corners on the train to camp at Sodus Point, just as her brothers' child- 
ren and grandchildren did for years later; her group lived in a tent at Cook's 
Point and did their own cooking. Ina letter written from college in Novem- 
ber, 1878, Fannie wrote of the epidemic then raging in western New York. 

"Tl would not dare to go to Geneva when there is so much diptheria; I am very 
much afraid of it. It seems strange they cannot find something to stay the 
disease and learn whence the impurities come. Please save some hickory 
nuts for me to take back after the holidays. "' 


During Fannie's Christmas vacation she was a wedding guest in Elmira - 
her final frolic, [1 with diptheria only a few days, she was aware she could 
not live, was clam ahd ready. She died on the day after EL eCr ee '- 1878, aged 
21. Susan and Nathan Oaks had lost both their daughters, 


The family doctor, Dr. N. B. Covert of Geneva, wrote: ''I have received 
my notice of the funeral but cannot attend. Burn the sulphur every day - or 
tar. My sympathy is with you.'' Other letters of sympathy were saved. Fan- 
nie's final term report, sent from her college, was saved, too, Her marke 
were excellent. As to spelling of her name - she herself spelled it both 
"Fannie!" and ''Fanny'' as did other members of the family. 


In my own family that same year, an aunt of my mother (Inez Shear) was 
here from Illinois with two small daughters to visit her Junius relatives, At 
conclusion of the visit, Luella begged to stay longer, so Aunt Julia Butler and 
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little Stella went home without her, The child died here from diptheria and 

was buried in the old Quaker cemetery, Junius, Her clothes were sent west 
to her home; through contact with them the second little girl soon died from 
the same disease. So little was known then of sanitation and canta gion. | 


Settee tee 5 ka chat aaa ee 


ahaa Oaks 2nd, b. 1860, d, 1939, was eiubiacn years old when his sis- 
ter Fannie died. He was allowed to kiss her just before her death but did not 
contract the disease, In 1889 he married Margaret Amabel Van Valkenburg 
of Phelps; they raised a family of three sons - Albert Sheldon, Nathan Hemin- 
way and Cariton Van Valkenburg Oaks. ; 


The seventh child of Nathan and Susan Oaks - their swan Song - born 
1866, was christened Edward Platt, He married Clara Louse Edic of Phelps 
in 1902, Pe Ys lived in Rochester hoy years; there were no children, 


oo HEMINWAY and SANSBURY -- 


Truman Heminway, father of Susan Oaks, was a man of prominence in 
early Palmyra, In 1825 he and another man were appointed by the Governor 
to be auctioneers of Wayne County; he was several times village president 
and an Episcopalian vestryman for 40 years. Truman was a member of Pal- 
myra's first fire fighting company, organized 1832. The Oaks family has two 
of his hand-sewn leather fire-buckets marked with his name. He served as 
sheriff in 1834 and later as Supt. of Poor for several years. 


Mary Aldrich Heminway, mother of Susan Aurelia Oaks, had four sis- 
ters,. two of whom were christened Susan and Aurelia, Susan Aldrich married 
Pliny Sexton, prominent Palmyra banker, before whose white brick house on 
Palmyra's Main Street there is today a state-erected sign, Aurelia Aldrich 
married a man named PAPAS Fay. who lived in Troy. The other two sisters 
were Margaret and Olivia. 


, Incidentally, an 1863 letter we have may be of interest to you. It was 
sent to Susan Oaks from New York City by her uncle, W. F. Aldrich, a law- 
yer. The paper-bears this heading: ''Office of Leonard W. Jerome, 46 
Exchange Place, New York, N. Y.'' He must have had a position there, per- 
haps a partnership later. Jerome was a lawyer, too. The Jerome and Aldrich 
families had been friends in Palmyra. An-1850 letter of Susan's, sent from 
Palmyra includes this sentence: ''Olivia (her sister) is at Rochester visiting 
Mrs. Leonard Jerome.'' Arch Merrill, Rochester historian, has written of 
Jerome whose daughter Jenny married an Englishman, Randolph SA Ey 
and became the mother of world-famous Winston Churchill. 


re aceape haan Oaks' sister, married Alfred W, Sansbury of Palmyra. 
- The Heminway - Sansbury house stands onthe north corner of E. Jackson and 
Canandaigua Sts,, a long, narrow white house. Once extensive lawns and 
garden lay behind it; this ground was sold long ago for house lots. The Sans- 
burys had two children, Mary and Albert Truman. Mary was graduated from 
the Clifton Springs Seminary on the West hill; steps still lead up to the now 
empty lot on the south side of the street. She then married Herbert Mills, a 
Vassar College professor; they had one son Harold, who died childless, 


:. Albert Sansbury never married. He became a successful jewelry manu- 
facturer in New York and enjoyed his upstate visits to Palmyra friends and 
Oaks Corners relatives, He always had amusing stories totell. Young 
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_ Albert was seated at. the Nathan Oaks family's dinner table one day when a cer- 
tain vegetable was offered him. ''Oh, no, I don't eat that.'' "EAT IT" 

roared his stern-faced, bearded uncle, The frightened boy ate and always 
laughed heartily when he told this story in after years. He would say, "I 

ate it, and, you know, I've liked it ever since." : : 


Cousin Albert Sansbury was generous with gifts. For instance, each 
winter he would ship to the Corners a barrel of oysters for his cousins Will 
and Nate to divide. My husband remembers them well. Placed ina shallow 
pile on the cellar floor, then sprinkled twice a week with cornmeal and water, 
the oysters kept alive, fat and healthy. Had they not been fed and watered, 
the bivalves would have shriveled and spoiled long before the family could eat 
them all. Some folks laid their oysters on a bed of sand on the cellar bottom 
so they would feel more at home; in the Nathan Oaks household they were not 
So pampered. As they fed they would sometimes crawl about, moving a foot 
or so. If the boys stole very quietly down the cellar stairs, they could watch 
them eating, always a few with shells opened a little and fleshy feelers reach- 
ing out. If the boys clumped noisily down the steps, they would bebe the 
shells snap shut as the oysters instinctively sensed tet behe 


Cousin Albert's father, when an old widower, was cawilling to live in 
Poughkeepsie with his daughter, so boarded for the last eight years of his life 
with his nephew-by-marriage, William A. Oaks, here at the Corners, Uncle 
Sansbury liked company and used to spend long afternoons in the tree house 
on the John Cross lawn (Myron Willson's), reading poetry and Bok tea with 
the artist Miss Addie Cross - a way of life that has gone, 


I have told of Margaret Heminway Sansbury's Neste Susan 9 
had a second sister, Olivia who died young. Her brother, Albert Gallatin 
Heminway, lived in New Rochelle, died 1895. His name intrigues me for Al- 
bert Gallatin, financier and statesman, served as a notable Secretary of the 
Treasury under Pres. Thomas Jefferson in 1808, the histories tell us, Galla- 
tin was French-Swiss, born in Geneva, Switzerland in 1761. He must have 
come to this country as a young man, must have been outstanding in ability 
to win a presidential cabinet post while still in his forties. Like many another 
man, Gallatin speculated in the western lands of Ohio and Michigan. On one 
of these western trips he met a group of German glass-workers, Able to 
talk with them in their native language and interested in their craft, he per- 
suaded these mento return east with him. At New Geneva, near Pittsburgh, 
Gallatin set up a glass factory manned by these German immigrants and be- 
came for a time a quite important figure in the early history of glass-making' 
in this country. 


Albert Gallatin in later life, made his home in New York City, died there 
in 1849 at the age of 88, He is buried in Trinity Churchyard. I believe there 
must have been some personal contact between Truman Heminway of Palmyra 
and Albert Gallatin - perhaps a friendship. They may have met in New York 
where some of Truman's wife's Aldrich relatives lived, or even in the west, 
Admiration for the older man certainly guided Truman Heminway in the choige 
of a name of his son. This name was carried on for at least two generations 
of Heminways. His Christian name survives today in that of Albert Sheldon 
Oaks. 


Albert Gallatin Heminway's son, A. Truman, had the most romantic 
elopement of which I have ever read, The original clipping from a New Haven 
Conn., newspaper ~ saved by his Aunt Susan - lies on my table as I write. 
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I also have a genealogical gpest of ERE: HL) marriage agi its ors BeinAine 
oy lal ‘ah btn Aaah age bin 
‘fs "Miss petra HES Woe dee PRee x of +g. REY. Dr. fst caus oad one: <‘- 
of the most prominent society ladies in New Haven, left town last night 
for New York ostensibly to look after her trousseau which is being made 
'.; for her wedding, announced to take place in‘this city in one week, 
'. This-morning Dr.; Harwood received a letter which his daughter had - 
: mailed from the city. In it she had inclosed a copy of a marriage cer- 
_ tificate, coupled with the startling news that, before the letter reached 
_, him, she would be the wife of:A, Truman Hemenway of New York and 
{would soon be on tS way to ep RPE: | 


‘Misa Harwood was a ‘great favorite in Now Haven Peciettt "While visit- 
ing in Albany some few years ago she met Mr, A, Pruyn, son of one | 
-, of the wealthiest and most exclusive families in the capital city, They 
, afterwards met at Bar Harbor, Maine, and became engaged. The en- - 

gagement was suddenly broken by the young lady without explanation, 

shortly after she had made the acquaintance of Mr, A. T. Heminway, 
said to pe a man ot wealth aM position, 


puitiy last spring Miss Pa reeky was taken ill; her physician advised a 
change ‘of air and scene, So her father sent her to Europe, her older 
.. gister accompanying her. Mr. Pruyn, the rejected young millionaire, 
. . followed her there, and, at length, Miss Harwood, urged by her father, 
consented to a second engagement, All preparations were made for 
the wedding. Bridesmaids and ushers were slected; everything was in 
. readiness for a brilliant society marriage. News of the elopement was 
a great shock to the young lady's friends, and no case since the elope- 
+ment of the late Gov. Hubbard's daughter has caused so much gossip. 


Mr. and Mrs, Heminway were to sail'on the Werra yesterday. Since: 
- their meeting at Bar Mephors Mr. Heminway has fallen heir to 
. $300,000. '"' . 


. This marriage’ eee aet four children - Edwin, Olivia, another eres 
sat a second Albert G. Albert Truman Heminway came to the Corners to call 
in the early 1900's, with driver and livery carriage from Palmyra. He was 
then somewhat disturbed mentally; an attendant accompanied him. He had 
come to Palmyra for a special churgh service at which memorials to his late 
father were to be dedicated, : 


The recurrence of Christian names in many family histories is as fas- 
cinating as puzzling, For instance, I have named seven Lucretias. My 
daughter, Susan Oaks Szabo, is the fourth Susan, my son the fifth Nathan. 
Charles Truman Oaks, son of Thaddeus 2nd, was the fifth Truman. Albert 
Sheldon Oaks, son of Nathan 2nd, is the sixth Albert in the family, the second 
Albert Oaks. There are also two young Jonathans (surnames Oaks and Up- 
church) named for their great-great-great-great-grandfather, the Oaks 
Corners pioneer. As I write, the fifth Susan has been born, a daughter of 
Robert and PSS YERiOF of Charles Truman Oaks. 


-- NATHAN OAKS IST, gentoned -- 


Nathan ae ARIE of Susan Moree; was interested in politics 
and all public affairs. An earnest Democrat, he was twice nominated for 
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State Assemblyman. From 1861 to 1865 he served as supervisor of the town 
during the difficult Civil War years. His father Thaddeus and grandfather 

Jonathan had also held the town's highest office. Nathan's first cousin, 
Thaddeus 0. Hotchkiss, was a later supervisor for eight terms. | . 


The Nathan Oaks homestead was a handsome one, its velvet lawn border- 
ed by trim white picket fence with gates and stile on which the pet peacock 
liked to perch. The Y-shaped, gravelled front walk divided before the east 
porch to hold in its two arms a flower-filled urn and semi-circle of rosebusheg, 
The picture we have was taken shortly after the Civil War. Nathan 2nd remem- 
bered Don, the large clipped dog standing at the driveway entrance in the pic- 
ture; he was a small boy at the time when Don was the family dog. He remem- 
bered, too, the famous Methodist Camp Meetings held in the Oaks woods each 
summer. As a boy, he earned money by selling sacks of popcorn to people 
as they passed through the gate (location of crusher office building) into the” 
field leading up to the grounds. ; Pi hy 


Lightning struck the Nathan Oaks house in 1899, ''A bolt like a large 
ball of fire entered the house through the chimney. Passing into the parlor, 
it played around the gilt cornice, singeing it and the curtains. Then it passed 
into the sitting room, injuring the cornice there, cracking the wall and knock- 
ing pictures to the floor. From there it entered the dining room and passed 
out of the house down the lightning rod and chipped off a piece from a large 
stone, Mr. and Mrs. Oaks were at home, eyewitnesses, but received no in- 
jury. Edward Oaks, sitting near the spot where the bolt exploded with a can- 
non-like sound, received a severe shock but has recovered, !! 


The brick house has seen its sorrows, its funerals - but only one wed- 
ding reception, that of Susan Oaks, daughter of Nathan 3rd, and Edward 
Szabo of Ithaca in 1951 when the house was 102 years old. Susan's marriage 
ceremony in the Oaks Corners Church was lighted by a beautiful branched 
candelabrum which once graced the Palmyra parlor of her great-great -grand- 
mother Mary Heminway, mother of the Susan who became Mrs, Nathan 
Oaks Ist. | ve 


Nathan Oaks Esquire lived in the day of the gentleman farmer, Cane in 
hand, he walked or drove about his acres, seldom doing manual labor. Hired 
help, cheap and plentiful, worked the fields, woods and large maple sugar 
bush. This country was still an agricultural aristocracy, not yet industrial, 
In 1878 he made a fine profit when he sold sorne Pine Plains property - origin- 
ally 100 acres of virgin pine forest - to Seymour Fridley of Phelps, This pur- 
chase firmly established Mr. Fridley in the lumber business in which he was 
highly successful for years; the ruins of his grain and lumber mill on the 
Canandaigua Outlet are still visible. 


Nathan and Susan observed their 50th wedding anniversary in October, 
1898 and their 55th in 1903, Susan was then nearly blind. That was their last 
celebration, A December 1904 Phelps Citizen issue carried this dramatic 
item: 


"Beautiful St. John's Episcopal Church was ruined by fire Dec, 12,1904, 
The funeral of Mrs. Nathan Oaks, one of the church's oldest and most promi- 
nent members, was in progress at the time of the fire. The rector anda 
large number of his parishioners were attending the service at the family 
home in Oaks Corners,"' 


Today, Susan Heminway Oaks! portrait gazes from its frame at the 
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Same ''sitting room'' where she used to entertain Mrs. Burtis, Mrs. Ottley 
and other friends at tea. '' : 


You may have thought of the Oaks family as traditionally Presbyterian, 

This was true of the first two generations at the Corners, and always the 
family gave the local church its interest and support. Thaddeus, his son 

- Nathan lst and grandson Nathan 2nd were long-term trustees of Oaks Corners 
Church. However, Susan Herninway was Episcopalian and remained so, as 
did at least two of her sons, Nathan lst's stepfather, Colonel Cost, was one 
of the vestrymen when St. John's was organized in 1832; Nathan's mother, 
Fanny, may have often attended St. John's during the years she was ''churched" 
at the Corners, 


Six months after the death of his wife, Nathan himself was dead in June 
of 1905. The obituary stated "after a lingering illness", part of which was 
heartbreak according to family tradition. ''The officiating clergyman called 
attention to Mr. Oaks' worth as a citizen, to his hearty support of the Presby- 
terian church and his interest in public affairs. His home life was also con- 
trasted with the spirit of unrest so prevalent at the present time. '' 


The old house was empty only a little time. Frank Salisbury and his 
bride rented it briefly until their own new home was finished, and in 1906 
Nathan Oaks 2nd sold his Interlaken property to return with his family to the 
home farm. In 1950 Nathan Oaks 3rd received from New York State Agricul- 
tural Society, at the hand of Gov. Thomas Dewey, the coveted Century Farm 
citation awarded to families who have owned and operated the same farms for 
at least one hundred years. Oaks land has been in cultivation here. since 1790, 


Descendants of Thaddeus 2nd, William and Nathan 2nd may wish to 
write their own family records to add to this one, At the close of this by-no- 
means complete history, it should be stated that the dieases of chronic asthma 
and hayfever have appeared frequently in individuals of the Oaks family over 
a long period, Descendants of Nathan Oaks 2nd and Margaret A. Van Valken- 
burg should exercise double caution because of the record of serious asthma 
on both sides of the family. Doctors say an account of recurrent disease 
should be included in every family history. Asthmatic Oaks young people 
should perhaps be careful not to fall in love with fellow sufferers. 


Many details for which I have had to search were surely known by the 
sons of Nathan lst, now all dead, The time will come when young members of 
the Oaks family will take more interest in history. I urge you now to keep 
written family records for your own children and their children, Each one of 
you is a link in a seemingly endless chain; to keep that chain's record unbroken 
is the duty of every generation. 


NATHANIEL OAK (e) 
JONATHAN (1) 
JONATHAN (2) 
THADDEUS (1) 

NATHAN (1) 
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